
LAKE BRADDOCK SECONDARY SCHOOL AP EXPECTATIONS  
Revised for 2020-2021 

This chart is intended to provide you with an approximation of the workload and demands of Advanced Placement 
courses offered at Lake Braddock Secondary School. 

Department Courses 

Capstone 
Capstone 1 (Seminar) 
Capstone 2 (Research) 

Social Studies 

European History 
Human Geography 
Macro/Microeconomics 
Psychology 
US Government & Politics 
Comparative Government & Politics 
US History 
World History: Modern 

Performing & Fine Arts 

Art 3D Design 
Art 2D Design 
Drawing 
Music Theory 

English 
English Language & Composition 
English Literature & Composition 

Math & Computer Science 

Computer Science Principles 
Computer Science A 
Calculus AB 
Calculus BC 
Statistics 

Science 

Biology 
Chemistry 
Environmental Science 
Physics 1: Algebra-Based 
Physics 2:Algebra-Based 
Physics C: Mechanics/Electricity & 
Magnetism 

World Languages 

French Language & Culture 
German Language & Culture 
Japanese Language & Culture 
Latin 
Spanish Language & Culture 

 
  



 

 

 

 

Course 
What does the work 
in this class look like? 

What do the 
assessments in this 

class look like? 

For whom is this class 
a good fit? 

What are some 
challenges students 

sometimes encounter 
in this class? 

AP Capstone 

AP Seminar 
(Capstone 1) 

 
Grades 10-12 

 Work in this class 
varies depending on 
what the task at the 
time is. In research 
phases, when 
students can expect 
25-50 pages per class 
period of journal 
articles, newspaper 
pieces, op-eds and 
essays. When working 
on writing 
assignments, the 
focus is on 
research-based 
arguments for 
larger-scale projects 
or often more 
reflective for smaller 
ones. Each project is a 
blend of research, 
writing and 
presenting. 

During the first 
semester, each 
quarter requires an 
individually-written 
paper and a 
group-written 
argument and 
presentation on the 
same topic. During the 
second semester, 
there are smaller 
summative 
assessments in 
addition to one group 
project and one 
individual project. 

Students who are 
genuinely curious 
about current issues 
facing our community, 
nation and world and 
who want to engage 
in thorough research 
and thoughtful 
consideration of those 
issues. It also helps to 
be a strong reader and 
writer and to be 
willing to present in 
front of the class. 

For some students, it’s 
the density of the 
reading. For others, 
it’s writing a 
well-organized, 
coherent 2000-word 
paper or working on 
lengthy projects and 
managing their time. 
All these challenges 
are actually great 
reasons to take this 
class, to learn to 
overcome them 
before college. 

AP Research 
(Capstone 2) 

 
Grades 11-12 

after AP 
Seminar 

First quarter work is 
spent largely doing 
background reading in 
a discipline or area of 
interest to better 
grasp how academic 
articles are structured 
and to start to narrow 
their field of research 
inquiry. The rest of 
the class is then spent 
diving into that 
research topic and 
developing their final 
product. 

Students spend the 
entirety of this course 
developing an 
independent project 
that culminates in a 
5000-word academic 
article and a 
15-minute 
presentation and 
defense of their 
research. 

Students who took AP 
Seminar (Capstone 1) 
and are intrigued by 
the possibility of 
“finding a gap” in 
existing research of 
any topic that 
interests them and 
exploring how they 
can fill it. 

Identifying a topic and 
focus in which they 
can engage in a new 
way and commit to 
researching for the 
duration of the 
majority of the school 
year 

 
 
 



 
 
Social Studies 

 

 

Course 
What does the work 
in this class look like? 

What do the 
assessments in this 

class look like? 

For whom is this class 
a good fit? 

What are some 
challenges students 

sometimes encounter 
in this class? 

Social Studies 

AP European 
History 

 
Grades 10-12 

Approximately 5-10 
pages of textbook 
reading and/or 
primary and 
secondary sources per 
night to prepare for 
class. Students take 
notes in and out of 
class via template or 
of their own format. 
 
Writing is a large 
component of this 
class, including 
practice via Pear Deck, 
group activities, 
lecture notes and 
essay writing in 
preparation for the 
exam. 
 
Quarterly projects 
completed to 
highlight their 
research and writing 
skills with digital 
components. 

One summative 
assessment per 
quarter given over 
two days, each 
representing an AP 
Euro era and 
emulating the AP 
exam format of 55-60 
multiple choice 
questions, 2 short 
answer questions, and 
1 long essay question 

Students who are 
interested in and 
enjoy history and 
want to discuss 
content already 
addressed in World 2 
in more depth. 

Practicing historical 
reasoning skills 
through writing  

AP Human 
Geography 

 
Grades 10-12 

Approximately 8-10 
pages of textbook 
reading per night to 
prepare for class 
 
Students take notes 
from their reading as 
well as notes in their 
preferred format 
during class.  
 
Students also keep a 
current events journal 
during the course. 

Two unit tests per 
quarter with 
additional reading and 
regional map quizzes 
most classes 
 
Year-long ambassador 
project  

Students who enjoy 
watching the news 
and who are 
interested in learning 
more about how 
humans have used 
and changed the 
Earth, citing real-life 
scenarios 

Time management 
with the independent 
reading and 
note-taking  



 

 

 

 

AP Economics 
(Macro & 

Micro) 
 

Grades 11-12 

1-2 YouTube videos 
before each class with 
relevant note-taking. 
Textbook reading is 
assigned and 
encouraged but 
optional. 
 
Class time includes 
additional topic 
discussion and 
activities. 

Approximately two 
unit tests per quarter 
with additional 
vocabulary quizzes 
and economic models 
and simulations 
 
After the AP exam, 
students complete 
written analyses of 
economics in the real 
world 

Students who are 
interested in 
mathematical 
applications and 
analyses of economic 
systems and markets 

This course is very 
different from other 
“social studies” 
courses due to its data 
and analysis focus. 

AP Psychology 
 

Grades 11-12 

Approximately 20 
pages of college-level 
textbook reading per 
night to prepare for 
class, plus encouraged 
breaks for note-taking 
and summaries. 
 
Students take notes in 
and out of class, 
during their readings 
and during class 
activities and lecture 
 
Students work on 
building free response 
writing skills for the 
AP exam 

Approximately two 
tests per quarter 
 
Tests are multiple 
choice and 
cumulative, building 
up in content and 
length as the year 
goes on 
 
Individual projects 
(one per quarter) as 
well as one group 
project at the end of 
the year 

Students interested in 
the topic and who are 
self-motivated and 
able to pace their 
work 

Many or most 
students find the 
amount of reading 
assigned each night to 
be a new challenge, 
especially with the 
advanced reading 
level of the textbook.  

AP US 
Government & 

Politics 
 

Grade 12 

Each textbook chapter 
requires 
approximately 25 
pages of reading, with 
reading quizzes given 
on the material and 
note-taking. 
Occasionally articles 
and other outside 
sources are included 
for reading. 
 
Students practice 
writing skills in free 
response questions as 
well as during in-class 
projects. 
 

Assessments are 
reflective of the AP 
test in May with both 
multiple choice and 
timed free response 
questions.  

Students interested in 
the topic and who are 
self-motivated and 
able to pace their 
work 

Time management 
skills are crucial to 
success in this class. 



 

 

 

 

AP 
Comparative 

Government & 
Politics 

 
Grade 12 

1-2 YouTube videos 
before each class with 
relevant note-taking. 
Textbook reading is 
assigned and 
encouraged but 
optional. 
 
Class time includes 
additional topic 
discussion and 
activities. 

2-4 exams per 
quarter, including 
multiple choice and 
free response 
questions. Additional 
writing assignments 
are also given. 
 
Students are prepared 
for both the US and 
Comparative Gov. AP 
exams. 

Motivated students 
who have a strong 
interest in history and 
have been successful 
in a previous AP 
history course. Prior 
knowledge of current 
politics and US history 
is strongly 
encouraged. 

This course covers 
double the content of 
AP US Government 
and is therefore a very 
fast-paced class.  

AP US History 
 

Grade 11 

Approximately 40 
pages of textbook and 
article reading per 
week with 
note-taking. Reading 
quizzes given to keep 
students on track. 
 
 

2-3 exams per 
quarter, including 
multiple choice and 
free response 
questions 
 
Document-based and 
long essay questions 
also used as 
assessments 2-3 times 
per quarter 

Motivated students 
who have a strong 
interest in history and 
are willing to learn 
analytical and writing 
skills involved in the 
course 
 
Successful students in 
this course should be 
self-starters who are 
willing to develop 
discipline in their work 
habits and who come 
in with strong reading 
and writing skills. 

Time management 
with reading 
assignments can be a 
challenge when 
balanced with 
numerous other AP 
courses. 

AP World 
History: 
Modern 

 
Grade 10-12 

Approximately 25-30 
pages of textbook 
reading per week with 
note-taking. Students 
are shown a variety of 
note-taking strategies 
and can choose what 
works best for them. 
 
Simulation activities 
done four times a 
year require outside 
research to prepare 
for in-class 
component 

Five unit tests over 
the course of the year 
(approximately 5-7 
weeks apart from one 
another) with 55 
multiple choice 
questions and 3 short 
answer questions 
each, given over two 
classes 
 
Two timed and 
in-class 
document-based 
questions and long 
essay questions are 
done in addition to 
smaller writing 
assignments in groups 
and individually 

Motivated students 
who have a strong 
interest in history and 
are willing to learn 
analytical and writing 
skills involved in the 
course 
 
Successful students in 
this course should be 
self-starters who are 
willing to develop 
discipline in their work 
habits and who come 
in with strong reading 
and writing skills. 

Some of the content 
can be conceptually 
difficult for most 
sophomores due to 
the 
analytical/thematic 
approach to history 
rather than the 
narrative-style courses 
they have taken in the 
past. 
 
Time management 
with reading 
assignments can also 
be a challenge. 



 

 
 
 
Performing & Fine Arts 

 

 

 

 

Course 
What does the work 
in this class look like? 

What do the 
assessments in this 

class look like? 

For whom is this class 
a good fit? 

What are some 
challenges students 

sometimes encounter 
in this class? 

Performing and Fine Arts 

AP Art 3D 
Design 

 
Grades 11-12 

During the year, 
students create 12-15 
3-D ceramic vessels 
and/or sculptures tied 
to their sustained 
investigation, 
including sketching, 
researching and 
photographing work 
for a final digital 
portfolio submitted to 
College Board.  
 
Some students 
research and sketch 
outside of class time. 

A digital portfolio of 
created works to be 
submitted to College 
Board is the major 
component for 
assessment, as well as 
a two-page evaluation 
of a final glazed 
ceramic vessel or 
sculpture broken 
down into four parts: 
self, peer, and teacher 
evaluations on the 
front page and a 
written reflection on 
the back page. 

This class is for 
students who have 
completed at least 
one year of 3-D 
art/ceramics.  Most 
students have 
completed two levels 
or more and are 
interested in 
continuing their 3-D 
work at a more 
independent level. 

Creating a large body 
of work that ties into a 
specific theme and is 
executed with a high 
level of skill and 
creativity. 

AP Drawing 
 

Grades 11-12 

Students work 
independently with 
daily check-ins and 
digital portfolio 
checks. Class time is 
studio time! 
 
Students are expected 
to research, explore 
and experiment with 
their ideas and 
concepts. This 
research is uploaded 
as a part of their 
digital portfolio. 

Students must 
complete a total of 16 
well-investigated, 
themed works of art 
that are then 
uploaded and 
submitted via digital 
portfolio. 
 
Students complete 
two pieces every 2-3 
weeks on average, 
with formative 
critiques every other 
week before final 
critique. 

This class is meant for 
dedicated art students 
who have completed 
Studio 1 and 2. 

This is a 
time-consuming, 
rigorous course. One 
of the challenges is 
time management of 
projects. 

AP 2-D Art and 
Design 

 
Grades 11-12 

AP Music 
Theory 

 
Grades 10-12 

Music writing 
practice, ear training, 
sight singing, 
web-based 
assignments, and 
listening and score 
analysis are all a part 
of daily in-class work. 

Written assessments 
that utilize music 
notation format as 
well as ear training 
dictation assessments 
where a melody or 
chord progression is 
played on the piano 

This course is 
designed for music 
students with a deep 
interest who want to 
learn the hows and 
whys of music that are 
not normally 
addressed in 

Many students find 
the ear training and 
sight singing to be 
initially challenging, 
but regular practice 
can greatly improve 
performance in these 
areas. Help is always 



Students take notes in 
a music manuscript 
notebook. 
 
Some units require 
practice assignments 
outside of class such 
as ear training web 
assignments. 
Long-term projects 
consisting of original 
compositions and/or 
arrangements happen 
after the AP exam. 

and the students 
notate what was 
played. 

instrument or voice 
studies. 

available! 

 
  



 English 

 

 

Course 
What does the work 
in this class look like? 

What do the 
assessments in this 

class look like? 

For whom is this class 
a good fit? 

What are some 
challenges students 

sometimes encounter 
in this class? 

English 

AP English 
Language & 
Composition 

 
Grade 11 

Approximately 75-100 
pages per week of 
reading, primarily 
non-fiction. Students 
are expected to 
annotate all texts read 
and take notes on 
classroom discussions. 
 
Students write in class 
every day and 
complete two papers 
of significant length 
over the course of the 
year. 
 
Practice assignments 
include grammar and 
vocabulary tasks 

Assessments given 
three to four times 
per quarter and 
include timed writings 
and small-group 
projects 
 
A research paper is 
done in the third 
quarter based on 
reading of choice 
books  
 

Students who have 
had success in a 
previous Honors 
English class, who 
enjoy reading and 
who are willing to 
listen to feedback on 
their writing. 

Reading difficult texts 
can be challenging for 
some students, as well 
as the advanced 
writing 

AP English 
Literature & 
Composition 

 
Grade 12 

In the first semester, 
it is not unusual to 
read 150-200 pages in 
a text, draft and revise 
a piece of original 
writing and read and 
discuss a work of 
drama aloud in class – 
all in one week.  
 
In the second 
semester students 
should, in addition, 
expect an average of 
one or two timed 
writings per week in 
preparation for the AP 
examination.  
 
Class discussion is an 
integral part of the 
course. 

Multiple major writing 
assignments and 
reading assessments 
per quarter 
 
More timed writings 
as AP exam 
approaches 
 
Individual and 
Collaborative papers 
and projects 

The program exists for 
those students: who 
actively enjoy and 
appreciate reading – 
and who do so 
independently and 
passionately; who 
write thoughtfully, 
maturely and 
articulately; and who 
strive to become 
discriminating, 
life-long analysts of 
literature. Students 
are expected to have 
the motivation and 
the discipline required 
to comprehend, 
analyze and interpret 
college-level 
literature.  

Students taking many 
other AP courses may 
find the time 
commitment of this 
course to be 
burdensome. Students 
who do not consider 
themselves strong 
writers may find 
additional challenges. 

 
 



 Math & Computer Science 

 

 

Course 
What does the work 
in this class look like? 

What do the 
assessments in this 

class look like? 

For whom is this class 
a good fit? 

What are some 
challenges students 

sometimes encounter 
in this class? 

Math & Computer Science 

AP Computer 
Science 

Principles 
 

Grades 9-12 

Most, if not all, work 
is completed in class 
 
Self-directed lessons 
allow students to 
work at their own 
pace in class with 
teacher 
assistance/direction 
 
Occasional reading of 
articles and writing of 
summaries on a 
discussion board 
 
Completion of AP 
Performance Task for 
submission to College 
Board is facilitated 
 
 

Summative 
assessments given 
approximately three 
times a quarter that 
include multiple 
choice as well as 
performance-based 
assessments modeled 
after College Board 
templates, such as a 
programming project 
with written 
responses 

Any student 
interested in an 
introductory STEM 
AP-level course with 
the ability and 
motivation to work 
independently. 

Some students 
struggle with 
programming.  Others 
find the new 
vocabulary to be a 
challenge. 

AP Computer 
Science A 

 
Grades 10-12 

Each unit incorporates 
a mix of lecture with 
note-taking 
(sometimes through 
videos), practicing 
writing code on the 
computer and writing 
and tracing code on 
paper. Fill-in notes 
sheets are provided 
but optional. 
 
Outside practice is 
assigned and 
necessary to develop 
coding skills. Length of 
time to complete 
depends on each 
student’s prior skills. 
 
 
 

2-3 assessments per 
quarter, including at 
least one individual 
coding program per 
unit submitted online 

A great fit for students 
who like math and 
science and are 
planning to pursue a 
STEAM-related field in 
college. Taking this 
course in high school 
provides a significant 
advantage for 
students entering 
college programs in 
these areas. 

This class requires 
learning a new 
language and a new 
way of finding 
solutions to problems 
that takes time to 
learn and become 
comfortable with. 



 

 

 

AP Calculus AB 
 

After 
Precalculus 

Students have the 
opportunity to 
preread notes and 
book as well as look at 
posted videos before 
class. Students take 
guided notes during 
and outside of class 
time. 
 
Problem sets of 5 to 
15 problems are 
assigned for each 
class. 

Chapter tests given on 
average once per 
month with a midterm 
and final exam as well. 
 
Two projects 
throughout the year 
as well 

Students coming from 
Precalculus (or Precalc 
Honors) with at least a 
B+ grade achieved 
with very few retakes, 
good attendance, and 
a hardworking 
attitude 

Pace of the class and 
having to integrate all 
previous math 
concepts learned in 
prerequisite courses 

AP Calculus BC 
 

After 
Precalculus or 

Calculus AB 

Students take guided 
notes in and out of 
class. Notes assigned 
outside of class 
average one to two 
pages of notes from a 
video. 
 
Problem sets of 10-15 
questions assigned for 
each class. 

Chapter tests given on 
average once per 
month with a midterm 
and final exam as well. 
 
Two projects 
throughout the year 
as well 

Students coming from 
Precalculus Honors or 
AP Calculus AB with at 
least a B+ grade 
achieved with very 
few retakes, good 
attendance, and a 
hardworking attitude 

Pace of the class and 
having to integrate all 
previous math 
concepts learned in 
prerequisite courses 

AP Statistics 
 

Grades 11-12 

Some reading and/or 
YouTube guided notes 
videos assigned 
before each class. 
 
Problem sets assigned 
for each class 

5-7 assessments per 
quarter including 
quizzes, tests and free 
response questions in 
an AP style 
 
One project per 
quarter on average 

Students with an 
interest in math 
applications and a 
strong background in 
previous math 
courses. 

New math strategies 
building on previous 
skills can require time 
to understand. 

 
  



 Science 

 

 

 

Course 
What does the work 
in this class look like? 

What do the 
assessments in this 

class look like? 

For whom is this class 
a good fit? 

What are some 
challenges students 

sometimes encounter 
in this class? 

Science 

AP Biology 
 

Grades 11-12 

Approximately 10-15 
pages of textbook 
reading and 
note-taking to 
prepare for each class 

Approximately two 
tests per quarter with 
more frequent quizzes 
and labs  
 
After the exam, 
students complete a 
long-term project 

Students who are 
self-motivated and 
interested in the topic 
and who are 
considering studying 
any science field at 
the collegiate level.  

The significant 
independent review 
and practice required 
to succeed can be a 
challenge. Previous AP 
science coursework is 
helpful and 
encouraged before AP 
Biology. 

AP Chemistry 
 

Grades 11-12, 
After or With 
Precalculus 

Approximately 10-15 
pages of textbook 
reading and 
note-taking to 
prepare for each class 
 
Approximately 5-10 
practice problems 
assigned for 
homework each class 
 
Class time is spent 
working practice 
problems and 
completing hands-on 
applications of topics 

Three units tests per 
quarter covering 1-2 
chapters of material at 
a time. Tests are 
always 50% multiple 
choice and 50% free 
response to emulate 
the AP exam format 
 
Approximately one 
in-class lab and 
written report 
completed every two 
weeks. 
 
After the AP exam, 
students complete 
additional labs and a 
project. 

Anyone who enjoyed 
Chemistry and who 
wants to delve into 
deeper topics not 
seen in the Chemistry 
1 class. This class is 
great preparation for 
studying any science 
field at the collegiate 
level. 

Students struggle 
most with the 
higher-level problem 
solving and analysis 
that this class requires 
as compared to 
Chemistry 1 
expectations. This is a 
skill we spend the 
year developing 
together! 

AP 
Environmental 

Science 
 

Grades 11- 12 

Approximately 10 
pages of textbook 
reading to prepare for 
each class 
 
Lab assignments are 
completed in class 
 
Notes are presented 
via PowerPoint and 
provided to students. 
Reading guides are 
also provided and 
encouraged. 

Two unit tests per 
quarter, each covering 
2-4 chapters of 
material 
 
Tests are 45 multiple 
choice and 2 free 
response questions 
for each test. 

Anyone interested in the 
environment!  Students 
who may not think that 
they are an AP science 
type of kid as well as 
those that have or will 
do other AP sciences. 

Students struggle most 
with writing answers to 
the essay questions and 
providing complete, 
thoughtful answers on 
lab analysis questions. 



 

 

 

AP Physics 1: 
Algebra-Based 

 
Grades 11-12, 
After or With 
Precalculus 

Approximately 10 
pages of textbook 
reading to take notes 
and prepare for each 
class 
 
Problem sets of 
approximately 10 
questions are given 
after each class. 

Quizzes and tests are 
given in multiple 
choice and free 
response formats 4-5 
times per quarter. 
 
Labs are also 
completed 4-5 times 
per quarter. 

Students who have 
succeeded in previous 
Honors science and/or 
math classes and are 
interested in STEM 

AP free response 
questions require 
writing about science 
conceptually, which can 
be challenging and new 
to some students 

AP Physics 2: 
Algebra-Based 

 
After AP 
Physics 1 

Approximately 8-10 
pages of textbook 
reading to prepare for 
each class 
 
Problem sets of 
approximately 10 
questions are given 
after each class. 
 
Students take notes 
from their reading as 
well as notes in their 
preferred format 
during class. 

Quizzes and tests are 
given in multiple 
choice and free 
response formats 4-5 
times per quarter. 
 
After the AP exam, 
students complete a 
long-term project 
involving engineering, 
reading/writing or 
self-learning. 

Students who previously 
took AP Physics 1 and 
who enjoy chemistry 
and physics and are 
skilled in math  

AP free response 
questions require 
writing about science 
conceptually, which can 
be challenging and new 
to some students 

AP Physics C: 
Mechanics 

and Electricity 
& Magnetism 

 
*Double 
blocked 
course* 

 
After Physics 1, 
After or With 

Calculus 

Approximately 8-10 
pages of textbook 
reading to prepare for 
each class 
 
Problem sets of 
approximately 10 
questions are given 
after each class. 
 
Students take notes 
from their reading as 
well as notes in their 
preferred format 
during class. 

Quizzes and tests are 
given in multiple 
choice and free 
response formats 5-8 
times per quarter. 
 
Labs are also 
completed 5-10 times 
per quarter. 

Students who previously 
took and enjoyed AP or 
Honors Physics 1 and 
who are interested in 
calculus applications 
that provide an 
engineering context 

Time management for a 
course that meets every 
day 

 
  



 World Languages 

 

 

 

 

 

Course 
What does the work 
in this class look like? 

What do the 
assessments in this 

class look like? 

For whom is this class 
a good fit? 

What are some 
challenges students 

sometimes encounter 
in this class? 

World Languages 

AP French 
Language & 

Culture 

Students read 
authentic articles, 
short stories, excerpts 
and poems in French. 

Assessments include 
quizzes, tests and 
essays 5-10 times per 
quarter. 

Students that have 
successfully 
completed 
prerequisite courses 
and are interested in 
furthering their 
fluency in the 
language.  

Reading and listening 
to authentic material 
can be a challenge 
that students work to 
build up to. 

AP German 
Language & 

Culture 

Students read 
authentic articles, 
short stories, excerpts 
and poems in 
German. 

Assessments include 
quizzes, tests and 
essays 5-10 times per 
quarter. 

Students that have 
successfully 
completed 
prerequisite courses 
and are interested in 
furthering their 
fluency in the 
language. 

Reading and listening 
to authentic material 
can be a challenge 
that students work to 
build up to. 

AP Japanese 
Language & 

Culture 

Some reading in both 
English and Japanese 
is completed. Most 
classes involve 
practice tasks by hand 
or typed and can be 
independent or paired 
speaking tasks. 

Assessments are in an 
AP format and include 
listening, reading, text 
chat, writing, speaking 
and conversation. 

This is an independent 
learning course, so 
students interested 
must be mature, 
independent learners 
who are goal-oriented 
and can stick to a 
schedule. 

Deep understanding 
of the language and a 
strong commitment to 
the course are 
necessary for success. 

AP Latin Independent and 
small group work each 
class on translations 
and response writing 

10-15 assessments per 
quarter including 
tests, essays and other 
translation work 

This is an independent 
learning course, so 
students interested 
must be mature, 
independent learners 
who are goal-oriented 
and can stick to a 
schedule. 

Deep understanding 
of the language and a 
strong commitment to 
the course are 
necessary for success. 

AP Spanish 
Language & 

Culture 

Most reading is done 
in class, with 
occasional chapters of 
a novel assigned 
outside of class. 
Reading for this class 
is mainly articles and 
novels, all authentic 
texts in Spanish. 

Assessments are 
projects and essays 
assigned 2-3 times per 
quarter 
 
Long-term projects 
include a second 
quarter project where 
students build a social 

Students that have 
completed Spanish 4 
or Fluent Speaker 3 
with recommendation 
from their teacher. 

Reading and listening 
to authentic material 
can be a challenge 
that students work to 
build up to. 



 
Students write in class 
once a week 
practicing different 
parts of the free 
response portion of 
the AP test. 
 
Most work is 
completed in class 
with very little notes 
and lecture. 
Everything is practical 
application of the 
language. 

media campaign in 
Spanish. 

 


